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EAB-07006 -  Kentucky Fatal Accident No. 2 -  Blasting 
 
 
On July 16, 2007, at approximately 4:35 PM, a surface mine mechanic was fatally 
injured while working on a surface mining operation in Pike County.  The victim was 
located in the parking area of the surface mine when he was struck by fly rock after a 
shot detonation.  Rocks from the shot traveled a distance of approximately 1,600 feet 
and struck the victim as he was running for cover.  The victim was 40 years old with 
approximately seven years of experience at this mine and twenty years total mining 
experience.  
 
 
PREVENTATIVE MEASURES:   

 
 
1. The drilling area shall be inspected by a competent person designated by the  

operator for hazards before drilling operations are started.    
 
2.   No person shall use explosives in such a manner that safety to persons or  
      property is threatened.   
 
3. Blast holes shall be checked prior to loading to determine the depth and  
      conditions.     
 
 4. Before a blast is fired, the blaster in charge shall: (b) Make certain that all  

 persons, vehicles, equipment are at a safe distance or under sufficient cover. 
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